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RECAP OF 2009 
 

2009 was the first full year of operation for 

Dresses For Orphans.  At the end of the year 

our records showed that 895 dresses and shirts 

had been sent to 12 different orphanages in 

Zambia, Kenya (2), Philippines, Uganda (2), 

Tanzania, Mexico (4), and Sierra Leone.  At 

the beginning of the year, I was making all the 

outfits myself.  In April I did a presentation at 

Apache Wells Community Church and from 

there a small nucleus of volunteers started to 

meet to help sew and has grown from there.  

This was a year with some bumps along the 

road, but in spite of it, the Lord has enlarged 

our ministry and nearly a thousand kids have a 

new outfit to call their own! 

2010 OUTLOOK 
 

§ 2010 is already shaping up to be a great 

year!  More volunteers are coming to our 

meetings (simply by word of mouth) so 

weôre sewing more outfits each time!  Last 

Wednesday there were 13 of us working 

together on the 400 outfits requested for 

Casa para Ninos Aleluya in Guatemala. 
 

§ February 19th  will be the opening day of 

our new chapter of a  Hearts ón Hugs Sew-

ing Club in Greenville, Ohio!  Iôll be flying 

there and spending a day with this group of 

ladies to train them and help them get 

started.  (Look for pictures and update in 

the next newsletter) 
 

§ Also in February, weôre doing a presenta-

tion to Philanthropy Educational Organiza-

tion so weôll see what the Lord has in mind 

from that new contact. 
 

§ As the word spreads weôre getting more 

requests for dresses and shirts from more 

orphanages. 

A TEXAS CONNECTION 
 

Last fall the 

Womenôs Minis-

try of First Bap-

tist Church in 

Parker, Texas 

(just outside of 

Dallas) had a spe-

cial event with 

the theme of Patters of our Lives.  At that 

event they collected fabric for Dresses For Or-

phans and also spent some of their time mak-

ing hearts and stars for appliqués on the out-

fits.  Our thanks to these generous ladies for 

their contribution to this ministry! 

The second quarter 2010 issue of Hearts 

ón Hugs For Kids Newsletter is going to 

be changing.  Instead of being an email 

attachment, weôre going to have it 

printed and sent to you by mail.  Several 

of you have said you  forward the email 

on to others.  In order for them to receive 

the new hard copy, would you please 

send me their addresses. Just send me an 

email at darlene@dressesfororphans.org 

and weôll add them to our list for the 

next newsletter.  Thanks so much! 



CANCER UPDATE 
 

I finished my chemo treatments two and a half 

weeks ago and last Monday I had an appoint-

ment with my oncologist.  His assessment was 

simply, óGo out and live your life!!ô  And, 

that is exactly what I intend to do!!  How 

many kids from extreme circumstances can be 

blessed in the years to come from getting a 

new outfit?  Hopefully thousands and thou-

sands!  It seems that almost every week some-

thing new happens with Dresses For Orphans 

and Iôm really excited about where the Lord is 

going to take us! 

As you know, Dresses For Orphans operates 

under the umbrella ministry Ripe for Harvest.  

They have been in business for over 30 years 

(www.ripeforharvest.org) and until recently, 

did all their own accounting work through the 

home office.  However, as they experienced 

considerable growth, the board urged the lead-

ership to find some good back-up personnel or 

to upgrade to a more efficient system. 

 

As of January 1, 2010, the change was made 

to use the accounting services of VisionQuest 

Alliance of Monument, Colorado.  They do 

the óback officeô work for 27 other ministries 

as wellðwww.vqalliance.org.  In most ways, 

nothing has changed except the address to 

send your contributions.  Checks will continue 

to be made out to Ripe For Harvest with Ac-

count 267 written on the memo line.  How-

ever, the address to send it to is: 

 

Ripe For Harvest 

P.O. Box 487 

Monument, CO 80132 

 

We are very excited about this updated sys-

tem.  Some of the great features are: 
 

§ There will be a 24-hour turnaround 

time from the time a contribution gets to 

Colorado and the receipt is sent out on 

the much improved computer system. 
 

§ All funds are handled in accordance 

with ECFA guidelines which assures 

confidentiality, accuracy, integrity, and 

accountability. 
 

§ All funds are in complete compliance 

with IRS regulations. 
 

§ Donors can now give via credit cards. 
 

§ We will be able to access our donorôs 

giving history and in óreal timeô view 

online our account. 

 

The ministry of Ripe For Harvest can grow as 

fast as the Lord leads without having to hire 

extra staff.  As a result, Dresses For Orphans 

can also grow without concern for its donors 

getting receipts in a timely manner, etc. 

 

RIPE FOR HARVEST 

now aligned with VISION QUEST 
U. S. KIDS LOVE THESE OUTFITS ALSO 

 

 

One of my very faithful volunteers, Molly, 

asked if she could make dresses for a couple of 

her granddaughters for Christmas.  Since at 

least one of them is taking Spanish in school, 

she opted to put a Spanish tag on the sleeve.  

Apparently these dresses were the hit of the 

Christmas season! 

Thanks so much for your  

prayers and support! 

Darlene (to some)  Darl (to others) 

Miranda (10) 

from Minneapo-

lis, Minnesota 

and Grandma 

Dialyn (13) from 

Shafer, Minnesota 


